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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:   AMY FITE 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
  (417) 581-7915  
 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 
 
RE:  DOYLE HITCHCOCK SENTENCED TO SEVEN CONSECUTIVE LIFE 

SENTENCES PLUS SEVEN YEARS FOLLOWING GUILTY VERDICT 
BY CHRISTIAN COUNTY JURY.  

 
OZARK, MO – The Christian County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office announces that DOYLE  E 
HITCHCOCK dob: 06/28/1963 formerly of Ozark, Missouri was formally sentenced by the 
Honorable Jennifer Growcock on September 12, 2018. After denying defendant’s motion for a 
new trial, Judge Growcock sentenced the defendant to the maximum sentence of a life sentence 
on each of the convictions for forcible rape and forcible sodomy totaling seven life sentences.  
The Court ran these seven life sentences consecutive to one another.  The Court further 
sentenced the defendant to the maximum term of seven years on all six of the endangering the 
welfare of a child counts, running these counts concurrent to one another and consecutive to the 
life sentences.  Thus, the defendant was sentenced to a total sentence of seven consecutive life 
sentences plus seven years. 

Hitchcock was found guilty on June 7, 2018 by a Christian County jury of five counts of forcible 
sodomy and two counts of forcible rape and five counts of endangering the welfare of a child in 
the first degree.  A jury trial commenced before the Honorable Judge Jennifer Growcock on June 
4, 2018 and concluded with a guilty verdict on June 7, 2018.   

The range of punishment forcible sodomy and forcible rape is a term not less than five years in 
the Missouri Department of Corrections or a life sentence.  The range of punishment for the 
endangering the welfare of a child is a term of incarceration up to seven years in the Missouri 
Department of Corrections and/or a fine up to $5,000. 

The investigation of this case was handled by Christian County Sheriff’s Office. The case was 
prosecuted by First Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Kristen Tuohy.  The staff assisting this case 
included:  Victim Advocate Shannon Stephens, Legal Assistant Suzanne Frakes, and Investigator 
Amy Zacek-Smith.   


