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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: JANETTE BLEAU
ASSISTANT PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
(417) 581-7915

DATE: 2/10/14
RE: SENTENCING OF WILLIAM COPHER

OZARK, MO — The Christian County Prosecuting Atteyis Office announced that William Copher ,
dob: 07/05/1973 of Nixa, Missouri, after being fduguilty after a jury trial on September 9, 2013wa
sentenced by the Honorable Judge Mark Orr on epits 2014. COPHER was sentenced to seven (7)
years the Missouri State Department of Correctfonsinlawful use of a weapon and seven (7) years in
the Missouri Department of Corrections for domeasisault in the third degree. The sentences atmto
consecutive with each other.

Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Janette Bleau repttesl the State of Missouri. Evidence presented by
the State included:

Victim K.M. testified that during the period of @3-12 to 01-04-12 while at her home in Christian
County, Missouri her boyfriend, William E. Cophengaged in a series of physical attacks and threats
against her; including hitting, slapping, and stamggher in the face and head, choking her, throwioig
butter on her legs, threatening to bum and cufdu, threatening her with a knife to dismemberamet
kill her. K.M. testified that defendant further aff her ability to communicate or leave the resickeby
taking away her car keys and phokKeu testifieddefendant had threatened to kill her if she ever to
anyone what he did. K.M told the jury she was dfiid believed Mr. Copher would kill her. K.M.
stated that she caused a black eye to defendamt lvéhkead her on the floor, and he was on top qfttesr
puppy tried to protect her barking at the defendauat defendant punched the puppy to get it away fro
him. K.M. stated when defendant did that, sheckthim in the facing causing a black eye. Deputy
Durham, of the Christian County Sheriff's Departieestified regarding booking the defendant it® t
jail on January 8, 2013 and to the booking phdtenahat day of the defendant showing defendart avit
black eye.

Deputy K. Heitman, of the Christian County Shesifbepartment, and Sue Ann Robinson, of Missouri
State Probation and Parole Office both testified tn January 5, 2013, they made contact with Kuhdl
noticed injuries to K.M. such as: her left eye wamllen, and black, blue, and red in color a bleg, a
cut to the back of her scalp, blood in her hairnsuo her legs and bruising to her ear. Photograph
K.M.’s injuries were also presented as evidendhegury. Deputy Heitman and Ms. Robinson tedlifie
that K.M. was crying and distraught and that K.Mdther that defendant had threatened to kill hehé
ever told anyone what he did. K.M told them she afaaid and believed Mr. Copher would kill her.

Further, the Court found the defendant to be a jamol persistent felony offender based on theiolig:
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On or about July 14, 2003, defendant was convigféde felony of burglary in the second
degree in the Circuit Court of Greene County, MisgdCase no. 31302CF6045, and

On or about July 24, 1992, defendant was convictdde felony of burglary in the second
degree, in the Circuit Court of Greene County, Misg Case no. 591CR1334.

Further, the Court found the defendant to havepriar domestic assaults in the third degree coiorist
based on the following:

On or about November 6, 2002, defendant pleaddty goiclass A misdemeanor of domestic
assault in the Circuit Court of Greene County, Mig§ Case No. 31301CF7597.

On or about July 14, 2003, defendant pleaded gtdiltihe class A misdemeanor of domestic
assault in the third degree in the Circuit CourGoéene County, Missouri, Case No. 31302CF11711.

As a prior and persistent offender, the range aighiment for unlawful use of a weapon is: one year
the Christian County Jail or two to seven yearthaDepartment of Corrections and/or up to a $5000
fine.

Range of punishment for domestic assault in the thegree, with 2 prior third degree domestic dssau
and as a prior and persistent felony offendenise year in the Christian County Jail or two toesev
years in the Department of Corrections and/or ugp $6000 fine.



